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Ralph Lynam Leadership Institute is designed to 
provide Deaf and hard of hearing high school students, 
currently in grades 10-12, the leadership skills and self-
determination to become responsible citizens and strong 
leaders in their communities. 

Consider the Deaf and Hard of Hearing youth that you 
know. Take the time to explain the Leadership Institute 
and the importance of developing leadership skills. How 
can you encourage a future leader?

At the Leadership Institute students will learn about 
their current leadership assets, and how to strengthen 
them. Most importantly, students will learn specific 
ways to improve areas in their lives that may need extra 
attention. 

The Leadership Institute is a strong transition program 
for high school students.  Resume building, improving 
English skills, interview skills and how to complete 
college applications will be a few of the topics 
explored.

Students may attend multiple years, and those 
successfully completing the Leadership Institute may 
apply to be Counselors-In-Training at Camp Chris 
held in August. Thus giving them a chance to put their 
leadership skills in action within a  couple of months, 
and put real work experience on their resumes.
Students will receive training from presenters in the 

Ralph Lynam Leadership Institute for Deaf & Hard of Hearing Youth

fields of advocacy, assistive devices, civil rights, and 
prevention strategies targeted against substance/
violence abuse. Activities include bowling, swimming, 
Michigan Capitol tour, an open-captioned movie theatre 
and a dance. Most of the presenters are Deaf or hard of 
hearing.

When: 	Sunday, June 22, 2007 - Friday, June 27, 2007
Where:	Michigan State University, 
	 East Lansing, Michigan 48824
Fees: 	 $250.00 

Scholarships may be available from local Lions, Kiwanis, 
MRS, CMH agencies, etc. 

For more information and an application see:
www.madhh.org and click on Youth Programs.

Explore Your Future (EYF) is a six-day career exploration 
program at Rochester Institute of Technology for college-
bound high school students with hearing loss who 
will begin their junior or senior year in fall 2008. This 
program, offered by Rochester Institute of Technology 
(RIT), focuses on personal growth and career awareness 
for students as they begin to think about college.

EYF is designed to give students, parents, teachers and 
VR professionals important information that will help 
guide students toward a rewarding career and successful 
future. During the program, students take standardized 
tests that will help determine their interests and suggest 
corresponding careers. VR counselors will a receive a 
written report. Learn more at: http://www.ntid.rit.edu/
prospective/eyf_program.php

Get Involved • Meet Others

Michigan Coalition for 
Deaf & Hard of Hearing 

People
Meetings are quarterly and 
coming to a city near you.

April 21, 2008: 10:00 am - 3:00 p.m.
Fair Housing Center of West Michigan

20 Hall Street SE
Grand Rapids


